
2018
SPRING CONFERENCE
AND TRADE SHOW

APRIL 19 & 20
FEATURED SPEAKER:
Dr. Charles A. “Tony” Nettleman, III, PSM, Esq - 
 THE SURVEYOR IN HIS ROLE AS 
 EXPERT WITNESS

 THE SURVEYOR’S REPORT: 
 WHEN, WHY, AND HOW
ALSO FEATURING:
A PRACTICAL FIELD AND OFFICE GUIDE 
FOR THE JUNIOR SURVEYOR
 

New this Year:
ASPS Dinner with
the Arkansas Travelers
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LITTLE ROCK, AR - 4-H VINES CENTER



Thursday, April 19
7:00 a.m.     Registration Desk Opens
                 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

7:50 a.m.     Opening Comments

8:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.
Introduction to the 
Arkansas Spatial Data 
Infrastructure for Surveyors
Presented by Shelby Johnson, PS

This workshop will show participants how to access GIS related data 
in the platform.  The session will highlight specific things surveyors 
need to know in order to find digital orthoimagery for specific project 
areas and will also include tips on basic steps to import the image files 
into most software.  The session will take a look at the growing ar-
chive of LIDAR data covering much of the state, as well as providing 
a status update on the planned coverage of the rest of the state.

The course will wrap up with some discussion on the continued 
mission of improving the GIS database of the PLSS, and a potential 
partnership with the BLM.  The final topic will include the steps being 
taken by the Division of Land Surveys to improve the fidelity of the 
survey plat archive and furthering the efficient means of searching the 
archive.  This interactive session will allow plenty of time for ques-
tions on these and other topics related to mapping. 
[2 PDH - Main Auditorium]

8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  
County Surveyors Forum
Moderated by Michael Daniels, PS
All former, current, and aspiring County Surveyors 
should attend this forum to have a group discussion about the office 
of the County Surveyor.  Topics will include the role of the County 
Surveyor, current legislation, and the future of the office.  Multiple 
current County Surveyors will be on hand to facilitate the forum 
discussion. 
[2 PDH - Breakout Session]

10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
ASPS Annual Membership meeting - [1 PDH] 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
Vendor Showcase
Each year, suppliers of products, services and equipment showcase 
their ideas to assist you in your surveying practice. During this time 
you will have the opportunity to peruse the exhibit hall. [1 PDH] 

Vines 4-H Center in Little Rock - 16 Total PDHs offered
PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

12:00 p.m.   Luncheon

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Conflicting Elements of 
Land Descriptions
Presented by James M. “Mike” Hart, PS, CFM

This presentation will address the elements of the land description and 
how added, often well intentioned, calls can create conflicts.  The priori-
ty (or dignity) of calls will be used to resolve conflicts that arise through-
out the presentation.  Also to be addressed will be using field evidence to 
help ascertain the intent of the parties.  Misguided use of language in the 
land description will also be addressed along with strategic use of “to” 
and “-ly” calls to ensure precise descriptions and continuity of rights (as 
in corridor surveys).  The discussions will be beneficial for intermediate 
to advanced surveyors.  
[4 PDH - Main Auditorium]

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Tailgate Talk: How NOT to 
Drown While Keeping Your 
Head Above the Floodplain
Moderated by James Aunspaugh, PS 
and John Burton, PS

As surveyors we were never formally educated on how to conduct 
and complete Elevation Certificates. We were also never taught how 
to deal with Insurance, FEMA, and Regulatory Regulations. The 
first Elevation Certificate you completed was by trial and error and a 
“learn as you go” kind of education. We want to share that information 
surveyors have learned along the way and bring that knowledge to you 
in a discussion group. This is a half-day discussion about the common 
errors and mistakes surveyors make associated with the completion 
of an Elevation Certificate and the Regulatory, FEMA, and Insurance 
Regulations with real life situations pertaining to the role of the profes-
sional surveyor and the National Flood Insurance Program.  
[4 PDH - Breakout Session]

6:00 p.m.      ASPS Dinner
 at Dickey-Stephens Park



Friday, April 20
7:30 a.m.     Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
The Surveyor in His 
Role as Expert Witness
Presented by 
Dr. Charles A. “Tony” Nettleman, III, PSM, Esq.

This seminar/workshop is designed to familiarize the practicing surveyor 
with the unique requirements placed the expert in litigation. Not all sur-
veyors qualify as experts. The instructor will discuss what differentiates 
experts from the ‘garden variety’ surveyor and will offer suggestions on 
how to market yourself as an expert witness.

GOALS
• List and describe at least three stages of a civil court case
• Understand the role an expert witness plays in a civil case
• Describe how an expert witness interacts with clients, attorneys and the 
court
• Explain three best practices of expert witnesses in business and financ-
es
 [8 PDH - Main Auditorium]

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The Surveyor’s Report:
When, Why, and How
Presented by 
Dr. Charles A. “Tony” Nettleman, III, PSM, Esq.

This seminar is designed for two groups of surveyors: those who must 
write survey reports for their clients and those professionals that provide 
forensic surveying services to clients and attorneys involved in a bound-
ary or title dispute.

We will explore why clients or attorneys request surveyors reports, how 
and when to prepare a report, the components of a report, and the practi-
cal talking points that should be addressed by each author. Specifically, 
the instructor will discuss the legal and technical requirements of a 
survey report while the class analyzes an outline for a sample surveyor’s 
report. Attendees will be able to critique a sample report and understand 
its components by the end of the lecture.

GOALS
• The attendee will understand why surveyor’s reports are authored
• The attendee will be familiar with the components of a standard report
• The attendee will understand the syntax, grammar, and terms of art that 
should be used within their own report
• The attendee will appreciate how a surveyor’s report serves their client 
and protects the surveyor
 [4 PDH - Main Auditorium]

12:00 p.m.   Luncheon

12:40 p.m.     Installation of Officers, Presentation 
of Awards, and Drawings/Prize Giveaways

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
A Practical Field and 
Office Guide for the Junior 
Surveyor
Presented by James M. “Mike” Hart, PS, CFM

Despite the implication by the title, this presentation will be beneficial 
to not only junior level field surveyors and office technicians (drafters), 
but also seasoned party chiefs and the licensed surveyor in responsible 
charge.  Not intended to replace company policy manuals on procedures 
and work practices, this presentation will cover items that have been,  
historically, addressed in a mentoring environment but that often go 
unaddressed or unspoken in today’s production environment  and small 
crew sizes.  Topics include office and field dress and demeanor, work 
ethics, care and general use of (expensive) equipment, duties during idle 
time, key field procedure standards, and an abundance of information 
about skills that are needed for an efficient field and office operation.  
Engaged attendance at this presentation will most assuredly result in 
a better field and office employee. The discussions will resonate with 
entry-level personnel as well as those that have “been there, done that”.   
[8 PDH - Breakout Session - Limited Seating]

Featured Speaker: 
Dr. Charles A. “Tony” Nettleman, III, PSM, Esq.
Tony Nettleman is a Land Surveying Engineer and Attorney who 
holds the distinguished position of professional assistant professor at 
Texas A&M Corpus Christi, teaches continuing education courses for 
attorneys and land surveyors, provides online test preparation modules 
to help land surveyors become licensed in all 50 states, and serves as 
an expert witness in boundary, easement, title and riparian disputes. 
He holds a BS, MS and PhD in geomatics and a law degree. Tony has 
helped over 100 land owners resolve land disputes and determined 
professional negligence for dozens of professional surveyors. Tony has 
also published many articles in peer-reviewed journals and profession-
al trade magazines. He is licensed as a Florida attorney and a Florida 
and Texas professional surveyor. Tony can be contacted through www.
CNettleman.net.

You can read about our other speakers and 
register for this conference on our website: 

www.arprofessionalsurveyors.com

CST Testing 
The Certified Survey Technician (CST) Exam is a national testing 
format administered by NSPS for survey field and office personnel. 
Contact our CST Coordinator, Danny Boyett, at cst.arkansas@yahoo.
com for more information. 

Vines 4-H Center in Little Rock - 16 Total PDHs offered
PRELIMINARY PROGRAM



Holiday Inn® West - Financial
10920 Financial Centre Parkway
Little Rock, AR 72211    
Group rate: $91.00 
Call direct to reserve: 501-225-1075   
Approximately 10 miles from 
the conference facility.   
Let the reservation clerk know you are with ASPS.

4-H Center
No. 1 4-H Way
Little Rock, AR  72223
Make your reservation on your registration form.

GROUP RATES
Single/Double/Triple occupancy - $69.00 
Note: These rooms are doubles and bunks and they do 
not have cable or telephones, but are Wi-Fi hot.

Lodging-----------------------------------------

Registration Details-----------------------------------------
This event offers a total of 16 professional development hours.  Register online at www.arprofessionalsurveyors.com, 
or mail your registration to ASPS, 835 Central Avenue, Suite 423, Hot Springs, AR  71901. You can also fax (501- 321-
0951) your registration form in.  Cancellation policy: On or before April 9: 100% refund. Cancellation policy for after this 
date is made available only for those who register online. See our website for details. For more information on this ASPS 
event, contact S. Amber Weida, ASPS Executive Director at 501-321-0958, or see our website at www.arprofessionalsur-
veyors.com.

  

     We suggest checking our website to see which breakout sessions are full. Any sessions not listed do not require a            
      seat reservation.
Day and Time of Class Main Auditorium - 

It’s not necessary to sign up for these 
classes.

Breakout Session - Limited Seating

Thurs, 8:00 - 10:00 am Intro to the Arkansas Spatial Data 
Infrastructure for Surveyors

County Surveyors Forum

Thurs, 1:00 - 5:00 pm Practice of Survey Forum Tailgate Talk: Keeping Your Head 
Above the Floodplain

Friday, 8:00 - 5:00 pm 1. Role as Expert Witness
2. The Surveyor’s Report

A Practical Field and Office Guide
for the Junior Surveyor

Arkansas Travelers Picnic
The location of our dinner this year will be at the Dickey-Stephens Park in Little Rock (400 W Broadway St, North 
Little Rock, AR 72114). The Tracks Inn is set just behind the right-field wall overlooking the bullpens. It offers a 
great view of the game while giving you the perfect chance to catch a homerun ball. 
Picnic Menu: Burgers and brats will be served with baked beans, potato chips, popcorn, and drinks. One ticket is 
made available without extra cost to each paid registrant (ticket MUST be requested at time of registration). Extra 
tickets for family and friends can be purchased for $20 (all-inclusive price). 


